
SAFER and the GMES Emergency Response Service:  

 

WFP experience 



SAFER project peculiarities 

Implement and to validate a 
pre-operational version of the 
GMES Emergency Response 
Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Provide an operational capacity in 
Europe and worldwide, with benefits 
in terms of better quality of life, 
better health, and increased safety. 

 



SAFER : key figures 

3 years project 

Budget: 40 M€. EC Grant: 27 M€ 

53 partners from 16 countries:  

 29 private organisations (18 SME) 

 24 public organisations 

Coordinated by private sector 

Service management board: ASTRIUM, DLR, e-GEOS 

Project User Board: DPC, WFP, BBK, UNOSAT, DSC 

Project ends April 2012  

Services and Applications For Emergency Response 



SAFER research background 

Builds upon research 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

European Space Agency projects  

(GMES services element) 

Floods and fires 

Landslides 

Humanitarian aid 

European Commission (6th and 7th  

Framework Programmes 

Atmospheric, geophysical and man- 

made disasters 

Service sustainability 

Preparatory action 

Preoperational validation 

Operational budgets 

RISK-EOS 

TERRAFIRMA 

RESPOND 

PREVIEW 

BOSS4GMES 

SAFER 

Linker 

GIO 



Users have a say on many project components 

SAFER is a user centric project 



Products & Categories 



Activ. # Country Country2 Type Disaster Activating Organization 

74 09.01.2011 Belgium Flood Service Public de Wallonie 

76 15.01.2011 Germany Flood BBK 

77 21.01.2011 Germany Flood BBK 

79 10.02.2011 Other G-MOSAIC 

81 18.02.2011 Norway Tech. Disaster MIC 

83 22.02.2011 New Zeland Earthquake International Charter 

85 02.03.2011 Libya Pop Movement WFP 

88 10.04.2011 Bulgaria Fire Min. of Interior Bulgaria 

89 26.04.2011 Belgium Fire SPF Belgium 

90 02.05.2011 Netherland Fire National Focal Point 

91 12.04.2011 Spain Earthquake Spanish NFP  

92 04.06.2011 Yemen Evacuation MIC 

93 11.07.2011 Yemen Conflict OCHA 

94 12.07.2011 Portugal Fires Portugal NFP 

95 19.07.2011 Cyprus Explosion Cyprus NFP, MIC 

96 26.07.2011 HoA Humanitarian Crisis  GMLZ & WFP 

98 11.08.2011 Italy Fires Italian Civil Protection  

99 22.08.2011 HoA Humanitarian Crisis  GMLZ 

100 14.09.2011 Poland Exercise Polish State Fire Service 

101 26.08.2011 Greece Fires General Secretariat For Civil Protection  

102 09.09.2011 Pakistan Flood WFP 

103 15.09.2011 Bulgaria Fires Bulgarian NFP 

104 20.09.2011 Pakistan Flood WFP 



A Case Study 

Horn of Africa 



HoA is a complex, slow onset emergency 

Like any slow onset 

emergency WFP started 

monitoring months in 

advance 

Several of data sources 

have been used, including 

remote sensing and field 

information 

 



In July 2011 the situation gets worse 



End of July the HoA is in the news 

The International 

community start using 

consistently RS 

Refugee caps and border 

towns are monitored 

26 July BBK activated 

SAFER emergency 

services over refugee 

camps  in Ethiopia on 

behalf of GMLZ/ THW  

 

 



Increased requests for multiple needs and actors 

Needs 

Changes in refugee camps to understand which is the 

number of people to support 

Population movements: what is detectable is population 

concentration and new temporary shelters 

 

Actors 

SAFER (via WFP) 

US Department of State & UNOSAT 

UN OOSA 

Google (emergency team) 

 

Proactive users 

WFP, UNHCR and OCHA 

GMLZ/ THW  

 



28 July – WFP requests SAFER additional activation 



Total WFP priorities as per field teams 

Priority 1 

Priority 2 

Priority 3 



28 July first coordination summary sent to partners 

1.So far we have 3 requests of areas to monitor: 
a. From GMLZ/THW that have been activating SAFER (refugee camps 
monitoring) 
b. WFP with three groups of priority areas (Population movement 
monitoring) 
c. UNHCR with a generic request to monitor refugee camps 

2.WFP and UNOSAT agree to cooperate sharing responsibilities:  
a. UNOSAT works as focal point with US Department of State 
b. WFP works as focal point with SAFER 

3.WFP and UNOSAT will maintain an inventory of AoI and acquisition 
footprints of acquired areas 
4.Dissemination: 

a. SAFER agree to have a dissemination hub within his portal 
that includes UNOSAT products 
b. UNOSAT and UNOOSA are looking at feasibility of an FTP site 

5.UNOOSA will post all activities in its knowledge portal (crisis 
wiki) 
 
 

 



UN OOSA Portal 



29 July - WFP activates Emergency Support 

Labour share 

Astrium 

EUSC 



29 July DLR - Ethiopia, Kobe Refugee Camp Map 





19 Sept EUSC – Mogadishu new settlements 



06 October DLR - Somalia, Baardheere 



Giorgio Sartori 
WFP HQ 

giorgio.sartori@wfp.org 


