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The blue dot perspective 

ESA Astronaut 
Dr. Alexander Gerst 
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You are HERE! 
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Training: 6000 Stunden 
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Europe’s fastest world class laboratory Deutschlands schnellstes Weltklasselabor 
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Research for humanity:  
…human physiology… 
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Research for humanity:  
…cancer cells & biological rhythms… 
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Research for humanity:  
…Material sciences… 
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Necessary: human creativity 
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Eine neue Perspektive 
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You are HERE! 



35 

The big picture 
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48 Plume height: 7–8 km 

UHH Geophysik: 
Prof Hort & Zaksek et al. 



49 



50 



51 



53 

 
Human influence 
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Human influence 
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Perspektive 



Ein blauer Punkt im All 
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My bedroom 

Mein Schlafzimmer 
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Connecting cultures 
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A fateful bet… 
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Time to move on 
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Riding a fireball 
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Riding a fireball 

Soyuz TMA-10 M 



Soyuz TMA-14 M 
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Sanfte Landung 
 

Soyuz TMA-08 M 
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Born again 
 

 
Wie neu geboren 
 

165 Tage im Weltraum 
2566 Erdumkreisungen 
110 Millionen Kilometer 
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Arrival in Germany 
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www.esa.int/BlueDot 

http://www.esa.int/ger/ESA_in_your_country/Germany/Wo_ist_die_Internationale_Raumstation




What is THERE? What is THERE ? 
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