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News Bonn



RSO Activities 2019/20

• SPEAR Initiative is supporting the UN-SPIDER Bonn office from 2019-
2023

• Since 2020, close collaboration with Ruhr-University Bochum (GER)

• Improvement and development of Recommended Practices

• Support of UN-SPIDER Missions to African countries

• Providing maps and data to African countries

• Support organization of UN-SPIDER events in Bonn and Africa

• Participation in the production of the UNOOSA MOOC



Global Drought Monitoring with GEE



SPEAR Team during Activation of the International Charter
Floods in Sudan, August 2020

Collaboration between University of Bonn, Ruhr-University Bochum and UN-
SPIDER to support Sudan



SPEAR Team during Activation of the International Charter
Floods in Sudan, August 2020

Disaster Monitoring Response Support Disaster Management

During the Activation



SPEAR Team during Activation of the International Charter
Floods in Sudan, August 2020

Recovery Prevention and Mitigation Preparedness

After the Activation

Close exchange with Ministry of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources in 
Sudan to understand the process of 

recovery and the next steps

How can EO support?

Online Training for 
Sudan is currently 

planned with SPEAR 
team. Current 

solutions comlex.

KP as key tool 
during the 

dependency on 
virtual solutions 

and trainings



Locust: Monitoring across-scales with free and open 
data and tools



Covid-19 impacts and adjustments

• 2020:
• Several planned missions to African countries and expert meetings could not 

take place
• Virtual alternatives have been implemented as compensation

• Virtual expert meeting in July 2020 organized by ZFL and UN-SPIDER Bonn
• Several telecons and training events with representatives of African countries performed 

by UN-SPIDER
• Virtual training event planned with Sudan

• 2021:
• Explore new ways to make use of virtual and online formats to replace in-

person meetings
• Support UN-SPIDER by strengthening e-learning capabilities of the knowledge 

portal 



Work Plan 2021

SPEAR project activities continue in 2021

• Support of UN-SPIDER Missions in Africa and Events in Bonn and Africa
• If still no in-person meetings possible alternative virtual events

• Identify potential partners and funding for development of e-learning 
components for the UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal

• New Copernicus user uptake project together with DLR
• Improve uptake of Copernicus products and services in Africa for disaster 

management and disaster risk reduction
• Develop guidelines, training materials and courses that can also support UN-SPIDER 

missions and become part of the Knowledge Portal


