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Contributions to forest fire management

Forest fires 
continue to 
destroy thousands 
to hundreds of 
thousands of 
hectares of forests 
in many countries 
of the world.

Image of a forest fire in Honduras, courtesy 
of ICF MiAmbiente, Honduras



A decision support system to contribute to forest fire 
management

UN-SPIDER together with the support of the Latin American Network of Terrestrial 
Observation of Forest Fires (RedLATIF) to contribute to better management of forest 
fires:
The aim is to develop a system to visualize relevant and timely information regarding:

• Those weather and vegetation conditions that may predispose the manifestation of 
forest fires. (pre-existing conditions and those that may influence the behaviour of 
the forest fire in the next days).

• The status of hotspots and active fires as seen through EO imagery and EO products  
(current conditions).

• In case of fires, their geographical extent and burn severity. (conditions after a fire). 





Using existing
services from the 
Space community



Terminal 1 (pre-existing conditions)
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Terminal 2 (current conditions)



Post-fire conditions Windspeed and 
Direction

Level of burn severity

Geographical 
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Additional 
information 
regarding 
forest fires



• Complete the technical development 
of the decision support system.

• Present it to national forestry institutes 
in selected developing countries. 

• Develop specific systems at the request 
of selected national forestry institutes.

• Assess the functionality.

Next steps
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