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Background

• The Instituto Geográfico Agustín Codazzi (IGAC) of Colombia and UNOOSA signed a cooperation
agreement in 2011 to establish the Regional Support Office in Colombia.

• IGAC teaches in Colombia about the use of information obtained from space for different
purposes and has participated with UN-SPIDER in activities carried out in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

• As a Regional Support Office, IGAC has offered experts to UN-SPIDER to provide Technical Advice
to countries in the region in order to obtain better capacities in the people of the region.



Previous activities

In 2009, 2011, 2013 and 2014: IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• Technical Advisory Mission to Dominican Republic

• Institutional Strengthening Mission to Dominican Republic

• Institutional Strengthening Mission to Dominican Republic / national training course

• Technical Advisory Mission to El Salvador and UN-SPIDER/CEPREDENAC Regional Expert
Meeting for Latin America & Caribbean

• In 2011, the National Unit for Disaster Risk Management was created in Colombia.



Previous activities

In 2015:

• The Geographical Institute carried out flood investigations and publicized the
methodology in Geomatic Week and on the UN Sipder portal



Previous activities

In 2015: Joint regional activity at IGAC back to back with IGAC´s Geomatic Week

• UN-SPIDER/IGAC Regional Expert Meeting for Latin America & Caribbean, including regional
training course

Niño -2009 Niña -2011



Previous activities

In 2015:

• The Geographical Institute carried out flood investigations and publicized the
methodology in Geomatic Week and on the UN Sipder portal



Previous activities

In 2015:

• The IGAC prepared a manual of recommended practices on "The Generation of Maps of
Expansion and Contraction of Bodies of Water"



Recent activities

In 2016: IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• UN-SPIDER/CNE Regional Expert Meeting
for Latin America & Caribbean and National
Training Course for Dominican Republic

• National Training Courses in El Salvador and
Guatemala (back-to-back)

In 2017:

• UN-SPIDER/CNE Regional Expert Meeting
for Latin America & Caribbean and National
Training Course for Mexico

• The course "Geospatial Information
Management for Risk Management and
Disaster Response" was given for the UN
SPIDER program in San Salvador in El
Salvador.



Recent activities

In 2017:

The course "Geospatial Information Management for
Risk Management and Disaster Response" was given for
the UN SPIDER program in Guatemala City, Guatemala.

The course "Interpretation and analysis of radar-type
satellite images - Sentinel 1: Applied to the detection of
flooded areas during an emergency" in Guatemala.

IGAC participated in the event held in Bonn Germany,
called: "International Conference of the United Nations
on International Cooperation to achieve Low Emission
and Resilient Societies"



Recent activities

In 2018: IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• UN-SPIDER/CNE Regional Expert Meeting for Latin America & Caribbean and National
Training Course for Dominican Republic.

• National Training Courses in El Salvador and Guatemala (back-to-back)

• IGAC participated in the “UNISPACE+50 High Level Sessions of the Commission on the
Uses of Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes”

• Technical Advisory Mission to Peru

• Institutional Strengthening Mission to Ecuador / national training course



Recent activities
In 2021 – 2022 : IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• Colombia and Argentina developed methodological instruments for the analysis of fires
through remote sensing
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In 2021 – 2022 : IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• Colombia and Argentina developed methodological instruments for the analysis of fires
through remote sensing



Recent activities
In 2021 – 2022 : IGAC sent an expert to these events:

• Map of burned areas and fire severity analysis



Recent activities

In 2022: Invitation for UN-SPIDER to participate in IGAC´s Geomatic Week

Technical Advisory Mission to Paraguay next week



Proposed future actions

• Provide autonomous courses for the region, on topics such as the use of free
software to process data, for example QGIS, and the use and exploitation of
cartographic information.

• We have a training platform for students who want to learn about the use and
exploitation of cartography.

• Collaborate with other UN Spider offices to unite capacities to improve knowledge on
geospatial issues to manage disasters in the region.

• Develop methodologies to improve disaster risk management and post them
on the UN Spider portal
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THANK YOU

www.igac.gov.co

Leonor Rodriguez

Email: lrodrigu@igac.gov.co

Phone: +57  3016597460
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