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1. Introduction  
 
The TerraSAR-X Science Service System is designed for the submission and evaluation of proposals 
beyond the TerraSAR-X project. The system allows three applications:  

• For the scientific community: An overview of all accepted proposals.  
• For principle investigators: The submission and tracking of a proposal.  
• For evaluators: The evaluation of a proposal.  

 
  
The official interface to the TerraSAR-X Science Service System is:  
http://sss.terrasar-x.dlr.de/ 
  
  

  
 
The website is divided into five parts:  

• Entry Point:  Links to the main page for different user types  
• User Access:  Registration to the science service system  
• Proposals:  List of approved proposals.  
• Documentation: Science plan, product documentations, user license  
• Data:   Price list and data access. data access  

 
  
  
If you have any problems to submit or evaluate a proposal, please contact the TerraSAR-X science 
coordinator (email: tsx.science@dlr.de).  
  



 

2. Investigators  

2.1. Registration  

 
Every person who wants to submit a proposal must register first. After filling out the registration form the 
PI will receive an e-mail, which is used to confirm his e-mail address. After verification of the e-mail 
address the PI may login with his new credentials. After login the PI should change to the investigator 
page where he will be requested to enter his contact details as well as the contact details of his authority 
first.  
  
The contact details of the PI and his authority can be maintained at any time with the corresponding link 
on the left menu bar. Please note that the email address can not be changed by the PI. In case of a new 
e-mail address please contact the science coordinator.  
  
Investigators who have already registered must login on top of the left menue bar first before changing 
to the entry point.   
 
 

 

2.2. Proposal submission  

 
After having logged in the PI is able to submit a proposal by pressing the button ‘Generate New 
Proposal’.’  
In the following forms the PI is asked to give information to different aspects of his proposal:   

• Cover Page with general information about the proposal.  
• Team composition, innovation and contribution to mission objectives.  
• Executive summary and schedule.  
• Detailed description of the project, specific requirements and confidentiality.  
• Data requirements  

 
For detailed information see the description above the forms in the science service system.  
  
 



If the PI applies for data of the experimental products AO (DRA-2010), only the cover page and the 
team composition must be filled. The other aspects of the proposal are fixed. 
 
On the last page the PI gets a review of all fields to check for consistency. To finally submit the proposal 
the PI must press the ‘submit’ button on the review page. This step releases the proposal for the 
evaluation process and is the formal submission activity.  
  
After a proposal has been initiated an ID is assigned to it and its status is set to ‘entered’. The proposal 
can be edited at any time by selecting the link at the proposal ID, until the ‘submit’ button is pressed.   
  

2.3. Special issues on Team composition  
 
The team composition comprises 2 lists: 

1. List of Co-Is 
2. List of additional Authorized People 

 
Besides the PI every further participating institute must be represented by one person. These are the 
Co-Investigators (Co-I). Every Co-I is allowed to have access to the TSX data. 
All other people who shall have access to the data (e.g. further colleagues, students) must be listed in 
the “List of additional Authorized People” 
 
ATTENTION:  
Every PI is obliged to keep the list of persons having access to the TSX data actual.  The list can be 
edited at any time via the last column of the investigators proposal list. 
 
For adding or deleting Co-Is from the proposal please contact the science coordinator.  
 

2.4. Proposal tracking  

 
Every PI can review and track all his proposals at any time. After login he will see a list of all proposal he 
has entered or submitted. The status gives information on the state of the evaluation process and the 
proposal status:  
 
entered:  The proposal is still in the definition process  
submitted:  The proposal has been submitted by the PI.  
handed over:  The proposal has been handed over to the evaluators.  
approved:  The proposal is approved and accepted by the science coordinator.  
released:  An EOWEB account has been initiated and the proposal has been released.  
completed:  The proposal has been completed and the final report has been submitted.  
finished:  The final report has been evaluated and the proposal is finished.  
  
further status:  
rejected:  The proposal has been rejected by the evaluators.  
with_drawn:  The proposal is not applicable for TerraSAR-X.  
  
All approved proposals are displayed in the list at the general proposal page with title, investigator, team 
members and executive summary. Therefore they are visible for everybody, except for those proposals 
where the confidentiality has been set to ‘Y’.  
  
The link on the ID of submitted proposals leads to the proposal documentation.   
  



 

3. Evaluators  
 
All submitted proposals will pass a fair evaluation process. The selected evaluators are DLR internal and 
external experts who will review the proposal for scientific benefit, contribution to the mission objectives 
and feasibility.   

3.1. Registration  

 
Every evaluator must register first. After filling out the registration form the evaluator will receive an e-
mail, which is used to confirm his e-mail address. After verification of the e-mail address the evaluator 
may login with his new credentials. After login the evaluator should change to the evaluator page where 
he will be requested to enter his contact details first. 
 
The contact details of the evaluator can be maintained at any time with the link on the left menu bar. 
Please note that the email address can not be changed by the PI. In case of a new e-mail address 
please contact the science coordinator.  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

3.2. Evaluation  

 
After submission the science coordinator delegates the proposal to one or more evaluators and changes 
the status to ‘handed_over’. Each evaluator has to add his comments to the different aspects of the 
proposal by following the link on the Proposal ID. At the end a rating is required whether the proposal is 
accepted, accepted with modifications or rejected.   
The evaluator can modify his comments at any time as long as the status of the proposal is 
‘handed_over’.   
 



4. Proposal overview  
 
On the left menu bar of the entry page the links under ‘Proposals’ provide a list of all approved 
proposals. The title of each proposal links to the executive summary.  
  
 


