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...in a nutshell...

Open Source model for 

digital volunteering
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SBTF Deployments
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STANDBY Volunteer Task Force
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

Request Activation

Introducing the Standby Task Force  || UN Expert Meeting on Crowdsource Mapping for Disaster Risk Management and Emergency Response  || Vienna, December 5th 2012



  

Standby Volunteer Task Force

●  http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/request-activation/

● The SBTF activates

(I) in a humanitarian emergency

(II) a political situation that may lead to a major

      humanitarian disaster

Request Activation
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

●  http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/request-activation/

● The SBTF will give preference to organizations that 

(I) are already present on the ground

(II) are locally led

(III) have capacity to respond

Request Activation
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STANDBY Volunteer Task Force
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

www.CrisisMappers.net

Standby Volunteer Task Force

● Everybody can become a crisis mapper

● Volunteer-based

● Diverse backgrounds

● Acting on the base of a code of conduct

● Training is necessary

●

●
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

N=720 I December 14, 2011
http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/stats-on-sbtf-membership/
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Standby Volunteer Task Force
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The Motivations behind the SBTF
Evelyn Hichens

http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/a-masters-thesis-on-the-motivations-behind-the-sbtf/

Introducing the Standby Task Force  || UN Expert Meeting on Crowdsource Mapping for Disaster Risk Management and Emergency Response  || Vienna, December 5th 2012



  

Credit: Evelyn Hichens 2012 I http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/a-masters-thesis-on-the-motivations-behind-the-sbtf/

Introducing the Standby Task Force  || UN Expert Meeting on Crowdsource Mapping for Disaster Risk Management and Emergency Response  || Vienna, December 5th 2012



  

Standby Volunteer Task Force

Credit: Evelyn Hichens 2012 I http://blog.standbytaskforce.com/a-masters-thesis-on-the-motivations-behind-the-sbtf/ N=42
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

● Volunteers are motivated by altruistic concerns, they want to volunteer for the SBTF 
as they are passionate about the work that is carried out by the group and find it 
enjoyable.

● The SBTF is a place where volunteers can both put existing skills to good use whilst 
also gaining new skills.

● Aspects such as enhancing their CV and networking opportunities to progress one's 
career were seen as less important.
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

“To do something that means something to someone, that’s what made me 
finally do it”.

“[My] strongest motivation was to help really, but also to learn stuff”

“…you see some people’s profiles and there are some very skilled people there. 
When you see…[their profiles] that kind of reassures you as well, that this 
isn't you know messing around and playing with things, these are serious 

people who are giving more time towards the same areas that they work in.”
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STANDBY Volunteer Task Force
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

● Crowdmapping

● Data Scrambling

● Technology Testing
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SBTF -  Teams and Workflows
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Standby Volunteer Task Force

Tools to coordinate
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Examples of past Deployments
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Part of the Digital Humanitarian Network

Introducing the Standby Task Force  || UN Expert Meeting on Crowdsource Mapping for Disaster Risk Management and Emergency Response  || Vienna, December 5th 2012



  

Introducing the Standby Task Force  || UN Expert Meeting on Crowdsource Mapping for Disaster Risk Management and Emergency Response  || Vienna, December 5th 2012



  

The Power of Digital Volunteers

● People will use any available channel of communication to share and communicate their 
situation during crisis.

● The online crisis mapping community can help to turn these communications into data that are 
actionable for the humanitarian responders, both local and international.

● The volunteer crisis mapping community can respond to the demand of the traditional 
humanitarian responders who seek the ways to more effectively incorporate the community 
generated data into their standard operation procedures.

● Due to the increasing use of Social Media, V&TCs have to search ways on how to better 
combine their man-power with efficient and easy-to-use applications that allow to filter the 
content in a semi-automatic way.

● To pro-actively foster stronger partnerships and cooperation between V&TCs should be one of 
the main goals in order to learn form each other, to share data and information and to find the 
best way to contribute to humanitarian-related work.
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SBTF 2013....

● Activations

● Training Simulations

● Data & Mapping Team

● Local Chapters
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Searching for Digital Humanitarians?

Our answer?

STANDBY TASK FORCE
To become a member apply at 

http://blog.standbytaskforce.com
or contact join@standbytaskforce.com

And follow us on Twitter: @SBTaskForce

© Presentation: Svend-Jonas Schelhorn, Lukasz Kruk, Oludotun Babayemi and sources within
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